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HOOKHOOK

Have you ever met a 
friendly dog? 

It ’s said that the 
friendliest thing in the 
world is a wet, muddy 
dog. Muddy dogs are sure to leave a bunch of their 
“friendliness” on you too, right? 
Well, maybe we don’t want dog-grime all over us, but 
we all want friends, right? 
Really good friends.
Take a minute and write an answer to this question: 
What is a friend?

A middle school teacher had her class write creative 
definitions of a friend. Take a look at what some of 
them wrote:

“A friend is a mug of hot cocoa on a cold rainy 
day.”
“A friend is a steaming bubble bath after a 
long days hike.”

“A friend is a pair of open arms in a society of 
armless people.”

Or what about this one?

“A friend is a smile that was never really 
deserved.”

Do you remember that God wants to be your friend? 
It’s totally amazing that as awesome and majestic 
as God is, He wants to be our friend! For sure, none 
of us deserved it. But even though none of us is 
worthy, God has for some reason attached His 
heart to us. It’s not about how good we are, it’s 
about how good He is. And amazingly, He wants to 
be close to us.

Looking through the Bible, we see plainly that He 
wants to be close to us:

Eden:
When God made the first people, Adam and Eve, 
they lived in the Garden of Eden, and they had a 
perfect friendship with God. They took walks 
through the Garden together. They talked together 
freely. It was wonderful!

Emmanuel:
Jesus has lots of names. Before he was born, an 
angel visited his mother, Mary, and told her the 
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baby’s name would be “Emmanuel”.  Emmanuel 
means “God with us”. God didn’t aim to save us 
from a distance, he came to grow up with us, live 
with us, eat with us, and hang with us. Jesus spent 
33 years being with us; a whole life time.

Spirit:
When Jesus went back to Heaven, He sent His Spirit 
here. The third Person in the Trinity, not just to be 
with us, but now be in us and go with us wherever we 
went. That’s super close!

Heaven:
When Jesus left earth He said He was going to 
prepare a place for us. He is getting Heaven ready 
for a big party! We will be with Him forever in the 
most amaaaaazing place. It’s too mind blowing to 
imagine!

Yes, God smiles on us even though we don’t deserve 
it! He wants to be close to us. And He has made 
some super promises to us:
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Hebrews 13:5b
“Never will I leave you;
 never will I forsake you.”

1. Could there ever be a situation that Jesus 
abandons you?

2. What about if you did something terrible or 
made a huge mistake?

3. List up the things that can’t separate us from 
God’s love:

4. Can you think of anything else? Something not 
described here?

Romans 8:38-39
For I am convinced that nei-
ther death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, nei-

ther the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Whoa! This means that we have a relationship that 
can never be broken-- by anything! He is our friend, 
our Father, and our God forever. Our relationship is 
indestructible!

But wait a minute, there is something bad that can 
happen, our relationship can never be broken but 
our fellowship can. 

In other words, if we sin, do something against 
God, we have a problem. He is still there, but things 
are messed up. We have a wall between us. These 
walls make us feel miserable. We can’t talk freely 
with Him. We feel ashamed. We need to make things 
right again. 

When we have broken our fellowship with God we 
need to start by asking for forgiveness. Just like 
with any friend. When we have done something 
against them we apologize and ask forgiveness.

Then something good happens. Take a look. God 
gives us another super promise: 

1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness.
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5. What do we need to do to be forgiven?

6. What should be our attitude when we confess?

Let’s review:

7. Do you remember what God’s main goal has 
been with us? 

8. What kind of relationship does He want with 
us? 

That’s right closeness. So He has made certain our 
relationship will never be broken, ever.

The only thing that can mess that up is if we let sin 
creep in. So first we aim to stay far away from sin 
and close to God. But then if sin does get in we 
want to nail it right away. We want to get right back 
into close fellowship where God can do wonderful 
things in our life.
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Jesus called himself The Good Shepherd, and 
explained that we are his lambs. He will watch over 
us. He will carry us close to his heart. He will provide 
for us. 

But we must never wander off. There are a lot of 
dangers out there. Things that will ruin our 
fellowship with God. We must stay close to the 
Good Shepherd and always follow Him.

9. Let’s make a list of some things that would 
pull us away from God (sins):

                                                     
                                                     
                                                     
                                                     

Take a minute now and 
pray to stay close to 
Him. Ask Him to help 
you avoid sin. Then 
thank Him that He will 
never leave you, and 
always love you.

1. Absolutely not!

2. He says he’ll “never” leave, twice!

3. Life, death, angels, demons, present, future…

4. Nothing else exists.

5. Confess. Admit. Agree with God how wrong it is.

6. Remember what it cost Him, sorrow, turning 
away from sin.

7. Closeness. 

8. Always together in every way.

9. Pride, lying, lusting, meanness, selfishness, 
stealing, disobedience, un-thankfulness, un-
kindness, unfaithfulness, laziness…

I will never 

leave you.


